S Y L L A B V S


History 2130						Prof. James Hankins
Renaissance Political Thought			Hours: Wednesdays, 1.30-3.00 pm
Wednesdays, 3:00 - 5:45 PM				Prof. Eric Nelson
CGIS K401						Hours: By appointment


COURSE DESCRIPTION:  

The political thought of the Renaissance (1350-1600) saw a broad shift away from medieval efforts to apply Christian doctrine to the ordering of public power towards an interest in how to secure good government through educating political leaders in virtue and through the prudent application of ancient forms of political order. Political philosophy was written by state officials and educators rather than by professional theologians and jurists. The course will discuss works by Petrarch, Leonardo Bruni, Francesco Patrizi of Siena, Erasmus, Thomas More, Ludovico Vives, Castiglione, Machiavelli, Guicciardini, Giovanni Botero, Guillaume Budé, among others.


SEMINAR TOPICS

 Sept 6		Constitutional theory, Greek and Roman

		Aristotle, Politics 3; Polybius book 6 (excerpt); Cicero Laws (selections)
		Literature:  Hankins, The Golden Thread, on the Roman constitution and
Augustus’ reform of the Roman state (excerpts)
	

      13		Constitutional theory, Florence and Venice

		Bruni, Oration for Nanni Strozzi ; Constitution of Florence; Gaspare Contarini, The Republic 
of Venice.  Hankins, VP, chh 8 and 16.


     20		Educating for virtue

		Quintilian, Institutes, book 10; educational treatises by Pier Paolo Vergerio,
		Leonardo Bruni, Castiglione, Courtier, book 4. Hankins, Patrizi, chapter 5 (excerpt)
		


     27		Tyranny and legitimacy

		Bartolus of Sassoferrato, On Tyranny; Salutati, On Tyranny; 
Decembrio, Life of Filippo Maria Visconti. Hankins, VP, ch. 4




Oct 4		Mirrors of Princes 

		Petrarch, Letter to Francesco Carrara; Vives, Preface to Henry VIII, 
Machiavelli, Prince; James I, Basilikon Doron, books 1-2.


11		Utopia and the rejection of Rome
		
		Erasmus, Praise of Folly; Thomas More, Utopia. 
Nelson, “Utopia Through Italian Eyes” (website).


18		War and Peace: what can be learned from Rome?
		
		Bruni, On Military Service; Erasmus, Dulce Bellum expertis; Machiavelli, The Art of War 
(excerpts). Hankins, VP, ch. 9


25		The effectual truth about Rome and reasoning from history
		
		Machiavelli, Discourses (selections). Hankins, Patrizi, 81-91


Nov 1		The reformed city

		Melanchthon, On the Study of Languages; Preface to Cicero’s On Duties; Praise of 
Eloquence; Preface to Johannes Vogelin’s Book on the Elements of Geometry; On 
Anatomy; On the Merit of Laws; Calvin, Institutes, selections 

Nelson, Hebrew Republic, Introduction, Chapter 1.


8		Reason of state:  moral and amoral realism

		Guicciardini, Dialogue (selections); Botero, Reason of State (selections)


15		Who rules?  Theories of sovereignty

		Vindiciae contra tyrannos; Bodin, République (selections). Bram De Ridder, 
“Sovereignty as Argument: The Habsburg-Dutch Struggle for Territory before and 
after Westphalia, 1576-1664” (2021). 


29		The ethics of withdrawal from politics and the contemplative life

		Petrarch, On the solitary life (excerpts); Montaigne, Essays:  On Schoolmasters’ Learning 
(I.25), On Solitude (I.39), On the Inequality there is Between Us (I.42), On Books (II.10), 
On Presumption (II.17), On Repentance (III.2), On Three Kinds of Relationships (III.3)


REQUIREMENTS

1. Careful preparation of all readings and active participation in seminar.

2. Two 15-minute oral reports in seminar.

3. Research paper, due the last day of classes, 15 to 20 pages. The topic of your paper should be discussed with one or both professors before November 1. 


READINGS

All reading are available through the course website or otherwise available online.


